
Cazoo Derby Festival 2022 
 
Following two years of challenging times, it was hugely exciting to be able to deliver The Cazoo Derby 
2022 whilst also celebrating The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Planning for the event started in January 2021 and it was fantastic to see so many of the ideas and 
initiatives come to life across both the racecourse and the Town Centre. 
 
 
 
1.1 Build-Up 

Access to the Downs and our outer enclosures was granted by Conservators for Monday 16th 
May.  In general, the build-up of marquees, installation of temporary equipment and the 
arrival of funfair rides etc. went well.  Fair weather during the lead up to the event helped to 
ensure that ground conditions remained good and little damage was sustained to any part of 
the Downs. 
 
Sincere thanks to the Trainers and Downs Keepers who, as always, worked well alongside the 
racecourse in sometimes some challenging situations.  The Derby is like no other event and 
the build schedule is based on limited time so it does require all parties to work together 
during this period.  Marquee and structure contractors were all briefed before and during the 
event so as to ensure they were aware of horses being around and whilst I am of a couple of 
incidents during the lead in, I am unaware of any serious issues or concerns.  We will however 
review the Rubbing House crossing area and the early installation of flags, for 2023. 

 
1.2 Traveller Camp 

Access to the area was available from Thursday 26th May, upon arrival of Charlie Cooper.  
There was an initial concern raised that the site may not have been big enough for the 
numbers expected but this was not the case and to date I have not been made aware of any 
issues. 
 
All Travellers left the site by close of play Sunday 5th June. 

 
1.3 Community Event / Beacon Lighting 

The Cazoo Derby 2022 embraced a number of new initiatives, one of these being the 
Community Evening on Thursday 2nd June.  This was a free, pre-registered event and 4000 
tickets were available – 1500 were redeemed on the evening. 
 
The evening was a great success for the first time of delivering – creating a lovely family 
atmosphere across much of the site but specifically around the Queen’s Stand and Parade 
Ring areas.   
 
Particular highlights included :- 
 
The renaming ceremony of the Queen Elizabeth II Stand, in celebration of The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  The ceremony was conducted by Sandy Dudgeon (Senior Steward of The 
Jockey Club), Sir Stephen Lamport (Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey) and our very own Mayor, 
Clive Woodbridge.  
 
Immediately following the re-naming, attendees enjoyed a fantastic performance from St 
Christophers School, singing their own Jubilee anthem.  



Focus for the evening then crossed the road for the Beacon Lighting.  After much work and 
planning between the Epsom BID, EEBC and the racecourse, the lighting of the beacon should 
be seen as a huge success!  Despite a few audio problems, the beacon shone bright and the 
occasion really marked the start of the Jubilee celebration. 
 

 
1.4 Ladies Day & Derby Day 

What followed were two days of fantastic racing action.  14 races, 179 runners with perhaps 
the aptly named DESERT CROWN, trained by Sir Michael Stoute and ridden by Richard 
Kingscote taking victory in the Cazoo Derby (In Memory of Lester Piggott). 
 
The racing industry was saddened to hear of the death of Lester in the build-up to The Cazoo 
Derby.  Having had 9 Derby and 6 Oaks, Lester was a true Epsom star, his sad passing marked 
with the laying of a wreath by jockey Ryan Moore at his statue overlooking The Derby course 
and a minute’s applause across the racecourse on Friday and Saturday. 
 
Whilst we were sadly unable to welcome Her Majesty The Queen to Derby Day, we were 
joined by the Princess Royal and a number of other guests within the Royal Box.  Celebrating 
The Queen’s reign and her passion and commitment to the sport, 40 jockeys and a number of 
trainers who had previously worked with her lined up in a guard of honour as the Princess 
Royal arrived. 
 
A team of 50 racemakers, made up of some very local celebrities and spread across London 
helped to provide “meeters/greeters” to the occasion and many attendees remarked on how 
friendly and informative this team were as they approached the various racecourse entry 
points. 
 
Conservators gave approval for the trial of BBQ’s to be permitted within two locations on the 
Hill.  Working alongside our cleaning provider, Surrey Fire & Rescue and an independent fire 
safety partner, I am pleased to report that the trial was very successful.  The provision of large 
highly branded bins within the two dedicated areas allowed visitors to enjoy a BBQ whilst 
safely disposing of their waste as the end of the day. 

 
1.5 Breakdown 

The breakdown of the site is on-going but it is pleasing to hear that all gallops, access routes 
and areas of the golf course were all returned to stakeholders on-time and free of 
litter/temporary equipment. 
 
 

I would personally like to record my thanks to Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Surrey County 
Council, Reigate & Banstead Council, Surrey & Sussex Police, Surrey Fire & Rescue and South East 
Coast Ambulance Service.  Working as true partners with the event organisers, their help, knowledge 
and flexibility ensured that The Cazoo Derby 2022 was a welcome return to “normality”. 
 
 
 
Simon Durrant 
General Manager – Epsom Downs Racecourse 


